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NDSU Pay it Forward Tour marked with tragedy
BY MICHAEL SMITH
Assistant Editor

The 2010 NDSU Pay it
Forward Tour will be hard to
forget because of the pleasant
experiences and the tragedy
they faced as a group. Sarah
Martinsen, a 21-year-old NDSU
student, was fatally struck
by a jeep as she jogged along
Highway 95A in Pensacola, Fla.
The concept of “Pay it
Forward” is a challenge to do
something nice for someone and
not expect anything in return,
Kyle Blake from Minnesota State
University Student Association
said.
“A wide variety of students
go on these trips,” said Laura
Zeiher 2009 MSUM student
body president and longtime
service trip participant. “Most
have a passion for service.”

Forty students went on this
nine-day, six-city service trip.
The accident occurred on the
fifth stop of the trip and is still
under investigation.
“It was shocking,” Zeiher said.
“I just couldn’t wrap my head
around it. This is the first death I
have heard of (on a tour).”
Despite the tragedy, the
remaining students on the trip
went on to New Orleans, the
final stop of the trip.
“The night Sarah passed
away was devastation,” Connor
Johnson who was on the trip
said. “We got in a circle and
talked about how amazing she
was and what she would want
us to do.”
STLF has a crisis management plan that was consulted
when the news of the death
got to them. “We were deeply

saddened by this event,” Greg
Tehven, co-founder of Students
Today Leaders Forever said.
“Our focus immediately went to
the family, then (it shifted) to the
remaining students on the trip.”
Students should not be worried about going on future trips
with STLF. “Safety is always a
priority. They were jogging in
a group, and they had a cell
phone and flashlight with them,”
Tehven said. “We limit risk but
also like to give freedom.”
“Miss Martinsen was just a
shining star and a good leader,”
Blake said. “Living the mission
of MSUM, loving the community.”
STLF will be honoring
Martinsen by coordinating
community service activities between now and May 1.
“These activities may be indi-

I am Sarah’s mom, and I am SO touched by your wonderful
idea. Probably none of you know this, but MSUM was the first
college she attended, and she was there for two or three years.
Of course, at the time, she was a pre-schooler, and she was in
the Early Education Center, but it was her first college! I also
taught at MSUM in the 1990s, and I loved it, so I still feel
a closeness to it. To honor our daughter in this way is more
touching than I can ever express. On behalf of the family, I
want to thank you for carrying on her spirit. In that way, she
is not really gone. Thanks. . . Deb DeWitz
Note from Sarah’s mom posted on the Facebook event wall

vidual or group efforts,” according to the Facebook page of the
event. “They may be big, coordinated events or random acts
of kindness.”
“This is a great opportunity
to celebrate her life and promote
community service,” Blake said.
Services were held for
Martinsen on Monday and
Tuesday. “It was extremely

touching. It was a celebration of
joy,” Blake said. “The slideshow
was hard; there wasn’t a dry eye
in the room.”
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Sarah Martinsen
Memorial Scholarship, care
of the NDSU Development
Foundation.
Smith can be reached at
smithmi@mnstate.edu

Flood forecast decreases, Students save with summer session
school continues
BY KELSIE O’KEEFE
Staff Writer

BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Editor

With last year’s extreme
flood conditions, speculation for this year grew. As
students made spring break
plans, MSUM administration
developed proper flood preparations and protocol. This
spring, the river crested four
feet below last year’s 41-foot
crest, so not all preparations
necessarily had to go into full
action.
Director of Campus Security
Michael Parks once again
served as MSUM’s Incident
Commander, so he headed the
flood efforts.
“Because we went through
this last year, it was a good
learning experience,” Parks
said. “A lot of the same preparations from last year made
this year easier.”
While students were gone
for spring break, Parks said
that a lot of preparation was
done with the campus infrastructures.
“We increased staff at the
university,” Parks said. “Also,
we spent a lot of time making
sure buildings were staying
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dry and technology infrastructures were safe.”
On Sunday, The National
Weather Service measured
the river’s peak at 36.99 feet.
Compared to last year, this
year the community was a
lot more advanced in preparations.
Vice President of Student
Affairs Warren Wiese said the
main role for the institution
remained as a designated volunteer area. Nemzek was used
as a volunteer center where
people could come to be
directed to designated areas.
“Last year the volunteer
center was a 24-hour operation,” Wiese said. “This year
we didn’t need to do that
because there were a lot of
advanced preparations.”
Last spring students missed
two weeks of school because
of the flood, but because of the
lower crest, school continued
following spring break.
“As a university, we are
required so many days of continuous classes,” Wiese said.
Because of the need for
a
continuous
schedule,
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Resident students can save
up to $751 by taking summer
session classes.
Fall and spring semester
fees cost more than summer
fees. During summer session
students save $10.50 in fees on
the first credit and a total of
$85.50 in fees for 11 credits.
For students who take 12
summer session credits savings jump to a peak of $751
because of banded tuition, a
policy implemented last year
by which spring and fall
semester credits 12-18 are flatrated.
At 16 summer session credits, summer session non-banded tuition “catches up” to fall
and spring semesters’ banded
tuition. During summer session, a credit load of 16 credits
or more costs more than the
same number of credits during fall and spring semesters.
Before summer 2009, all fees
for summer session classes
were applied to the first credit
no matter how many credits a
student was taking.
“A lot of students didn’t
like that,” said Richard Adler,
director of summer session at
MSUM. “We lost a lot of stuCheck us out on the Web
www.mnstate.edu/advocate

The Advocate is also available
on facebook and twitter

dents that way because they
were not happy.”
“It’s so much better this
way,” said Sarah Forsberg, a
fourth-year art education student at MSUM. “A student
that takes one credit in the
summer won’t use all the
facilities that a student taking
12 credits would. It’s not fair
to have to pay the same fees.”
Summer registration began
Monday. Students interested
in summer session classes
should register for courses as
soon as possible.
Adler says classes, especially online, fill up quickly. More
than 370 courses are offered
this summer.
Early registration is a must,
not only to ensure a seat in the
course, but to guarantee the
class will be offered. Fourteen
is the minimum number of
students needed for a class
to be offered. If, by approximately April 20, a class has
fewer than 14 students, Adler
will notify the instructor.
Instructors have the option of
dropping the course or receiving a pro-rated salary based
on the number of students
registered for the course.
Classes that do not meet the
14 student requirement may
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be canceled after April 30. So
it is best to register early.
Access codes are not needed
to register for summer classes.
MSUM is offering three,
four, five, six and eight-week
summer courses from May 17
to Aug. 5.
The summer schedule is
generally a mix of upper- and
lower-level Dragon Core and
major requirement courses
selected by department chairs
based on students’ needs,
Adler said.
Courses are spread among
three time slots during the day
and one in the evening. This
will accommodate students
who work during the day.
It is important for students
to keep in mind that a summer
course is simply an accelerated version of the semester
course, Adler said
A three-week course starting on a Monday has the midterm the following Monday
and the final by the end of the
third week.
Each session has the same
number of in-class hours
required for a semester course
so content is the same but students will have to complete
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Wellness Competition

Residence halls will compete against each other for
the most points from Feb. 22
to April 11. The winning hall
council with the most points
at the end will win a party
during the hall council meeting on April 19.
Points will be awarded five
different ways:
•One point a day per person that comes to Wellness
Center
•Five extra points for anyone who participates in either
“Cycle to the Cities” or “2010
Minutes of Fitness”
•Five extra points for trying
out the rock wall (one time
only)
•Dodgeball Resident Hall
Tournament on March 27
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(First place 25 points, second place 10 points, third
place five points)
•Basketball Resident Hall
Tournament on April 10 from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(First place 25 points, sec-

Advocate meetings
4 p.m. Mondays in
CMU 110

The Advocate would like to
invite any interested students
to its weekly meetings in The
Advocate office. Pick up an
application today and apply
to be a sports writer, staff
writer, cartoonist or photographer. Photographer meetings
are at 4:30 p.m.
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off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or e-mailed
to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves the
right to edit letters and refuse publication of letters omitting
requested information. It does not guarantee the publication
of any letter.

ond place 10 points, third
place five points)
Check out the Wellness
Center home page or their
Facebook page for competition updates.

Director of Leadership and
Organizations.
Responsible for the Of the
Month Awards and Student
Organization Awards Banquet.

JPS Scholarship

Calling all “Of the Month”
nominations for student organization leader, student organization advisor and student
organization.
All nominations for April are
due by 4:30 p.m. on Friday.
Do you believe that your
organization is deserving of an
award for an achievement that
it has accomplished?
Know of a student leader
who has gone beyond what is
needed?
Has your student organization advisor always been available for your organization in
time of need?
If you answered yes to one
or more of the questions above,
a nomination is in order!
Just go to www.mnstate.
edu/osa to nominate.
Show your appreciation for
their work and commitment!

In November of 2007, the
Minnesota State University
Student Association lost a
highly-valued student leader
when he passed away unexpectedly.
In an effort to recognize his
leadership, the Minnesota State
University Student Association
Board of Directors felt it was
important to honor Jared’s
hard work and commitment
by creating a scholarship in his
name.
The Jared P. Stene Student
Leadership Scholarship is a
way to honor the phenomenal
accomplishments Jared had,
and to carry forward Jared’s
belief in opportunity for all
who wished to pursue higher
education.
The first JPS scholarship of
$500 for use towards textbooks
next fall will be awarded this
semester.
The deadline for submitting
the application is April 2.
The winner will be notified
May 15 with funds being disbursed August 2010.

Join SOAC

Join the Student Organization
Advisory Committee (SOAC).
SOAC meets Wednesdays at
2:30 p.m. during spring semester.
Represent the needs and
concerns of students involved
in student organizations and
activities and assist in policy
definition and administrative
action.
Monitor student organizations and make recommendations regarding student organizations. Hold hearings on
violations of university rules
and policy by student organizations and make recommendations to the Assistant

Of the Month award

Take the lead

Join the Office of Student
Activities in discovering your
leadership potential.
The OSA will be offering
a “Take the Lead” session on
conflict resolution and management. This session will be
held today from 10 to 11 a.m.
in CMU 203 and will be presented by Becky Boyle Jones,
Assistant Director of Campus
Activities and Greek Life.
The OSA will also be offering an “Emerging Leaders”
session on assessment of the
organization. This session will
be held on from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. in CMU 227.
This program is open to
every student on campus and is
free of charge. If you have any
questions or concerns, please
contact the Office of Student
Activities at 218.477.2790 or at
osa@mnstate.edu.

The Advocate is always looking for talented writers, photographers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held at 4
p.m. every Monday in CMU 110.
Contact the editor for more information or come to the
staff meetings.

Megan Nitschke Editor

Photographers: Jesse Trelstad, Abby Paul, Chris Franz
Illustrators: Tate Mlady, John Berdahl

BY LESLIE WOOD
Features Editor

Hallway drinking

There was a report of
loud, intoxicated students
on the eighth floor of
Nelson at 11:09 p.m. on
March 11.
Security discovered two
students drinking alcohol
and being loud in the hallway. The Moorhead Police
Department was contacted.
One student started
arguing with the security
officer, which resulted in
the student being put in
handcuffs. The student
started physically resisting arrest and was taken
to the ground.
The student was cited
for a minor in consumption and taken to jail. The
other student was cited
for minor in consumption
and released.

Marijuana found

There was a narcotics
violation on the third floor
of East Snarr at 4:07 p.m.
on March 12.
A RA notified security
of a room that smelled like
marijuana. The Moorhead
Police Department was
contacted and the student
was cited for possession of
marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia.
Student referred to judicial affairs for a narcotics
violation.

Rowdy students

While doing rounds on
the sixth floor of Nelson,
security discovered students being loud after hours
at 1:32 a.m. on March 13.
Alcohol was found in the
room and one student was
referred to judicial affairs.

Roommate blamed

Kristi Monson Adviser

Reporters: Erica Anderson, Jenny Hilleren, Kimberly
Ehrlich, Logan Grossman, Jenessa McAllister, Chayanee
Haley, Conor Holt, Katie Schroepfer, Taaren Haak, Andrew
Jason, Ross Torgerson, Kelsey Roseth

Director of Campus Security Michael Parks

A suspicious male was
reported to be trying to get
into Dahl and Grantham
at 2:26 a.m. on March 13.
The male was pulling on
the exterior doors of the
halls. Security was unable
to locate the suspect.

Copyright 2009, The Advocate.

Columnists: Jenny Hilleren, Holly Lavecchia, Ross Peterson,
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There were smoking,
weapons, narcotics and
alcohol offenses on the
first floor of East Snarr at
7:26 p.m. on Mar. 14.
There was an odor of
marijuana coming from
the room. When security
questioned the resident he

claimed that the odor was
from his roommate who
smokes marijuana.
Security found a fan
in front of the window
blowing air outside and
three bottles of beer in the
closet.
The Moorhead Police
Department was contacted and discovered a bottle
of rum, one live round of
7 mm Rem Mag, a small
knife with marijuana residue and tobacco paper.
The resident told security to check his roommate’s guitar case that
had a small glass pipe and
pills. Two pipes, a grinder,
several small plastic bags
with residue, dryer sheets
with residue and prescription pills were found in a
shoe box.
MPD cited the resident
for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.
The student was referred
to judicial affairs for smoking, weapons, narcotics
and alcohol offenses. The
roommate was referred to
judicial affairs for narcotics offenses.

Sandbagging scare

An
ambulance
was
called a female non-student at 7:28 p.m. on March
15.
The female had been
feeling unwell while sandbagging and was transported back to MSUM by a
security officer. The officer
called for an ambulance
and contacted the female’s
guardians.

Sent to detox

There were multiple
alcohol offenses on the
10th floor of Nelson at
11:26 p.m. on March 17.
A RA had received a
complaint of a male in the
women’s bathroom and
people being loud in a
room.
Security found two students and three non-students in the room and confiscated a large amount of
alcohol.
The Moorhead Police
Department was contacted and all individuals were cited for minor
consumption. One student
was taken to detox due to
her emotional state.
The two students were
referred to judicial affairs
for alcohol offenses.
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Students share spring break stories
Service trip offers positive experience

Class project takes students to California

BY ANDREW JASON

BY KRISTINE KOSTUCK

It took until I was pulling into
Moorhead, looking out the window of the bus thinking about
the last 3,000 miles, to realize just
how much of an impact the last
two weeks had on me. When I
got on the Pay it Forward tour
bus nine days earlier, I had no
idea the change that could occur
in me through coming together
with a group of people uniting
under the common goal of service.
go to a Students Today Leaders
Forever (STLF) meeting. There I
heard about how we’d be assisting at a museum, picking up
trash in a run-down neighborhood, cleaning an assisted-living
home and working at a zoo in
Baltimore.
I made up my mind and
boarded the bus on Friday, March
12. Once stepping on the bus
I never looked back. We journeyed to Waterloo, Iowa; Joliet,
Ill.; Cleveland, Ohio; Hershey,
Penn.; Baltimore and finally
Washington, D.C. All across the
country people opened their
arms, hearts and churches to
us. Church floors, or if we were
lucky enough, a couch, became
our new beds.
In Cleveland, offering us
a place to stay wasn’t enough.
When we arrived at the church
a table full of cookies, fruit and

While others were worrying about the flood, soaking up the sun
or just partying, two friends and I went to California to interview
South African migrant workers on the Miller Honeybee farm, for
our school’s online magazine “Horizonlines.”
Our amazing professor, Reggie Radnecki, sent photographer
Lauren Taute, videographer Dylan Jacobson and me, the writer, on
our four-day journey. We spent two days in Modesto, Calif., then
two in Newcastle.
Upon our arrival in Modesto we arranged interviews with the
migrant workers so that we could see how life works for them so
far from home. In Modesto we had the opportunity to meet Jaco,
a migrant worker who had been with the farm for six years. We
interviewed him in the almond orchard while standing inches
from the beehives. We wore beekeeper suits with the sound of
thousands of bees buzzing was overwhelming.
We went to the interview with hopes of avoiding stings if possible. Dylan, slightly cocky at first, saw the bees as little threat. He
videotaped a lot of footage within inches of the hives. As the night
went on Dylan continued to film while Lauren took photos of the
Jaco working.
Since I was swimming in my suit, I had bees crawling up my
sleeves. There must have been at least 15 of them crawling on me
at once, all the way up to my neck. I froze during the interview
because I have never been stung before. Somehow I managed to
make it through the day without being stung though, however, my
partners were not so lucky. Lauren got stung twice and Dylan was
also stung multiple times. He wasn’t so cocky after that.
While in Modesto we drove through the countryside passing
grape, almond and cherry fields, one after another. Some of the
trees were in bloom and covered with white and pink flowers.
We left for Newcastle the following day because the owner of
the honeybee farm had a clementine orchard there and lived on
the property. There we did more interviews with the other migrant
workers. We met some great people and all around it was a really
great experience. I loved almost every minute of it and I am not
scared of bees anymore.

Staff Writer

Copy Editor
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Students on the Pay it Forward Tour prune roses at Hershey
Gardens in Hershey, Pa.

vegetables awaited us showing
us the kindness that still exists in
the world.
The impact that can come
from 42 people working towards
a common goal is a powerful
sight. In Joliet we went to a fairly
run-down neighborhood. It was
evident that many of its residents had given up on keeping
it clean. Trash was littered everywhere showing the mess that can
occur when one stops caring. We
all worked tirelessly for several
hours and when all was said and
done, 40 bags of trash lay at our
feet. As we all stood admiring
our work, we made a pact to
never litter again.
In Washington, D.C. we met
up with several other buses
from across the country on Pay
It Forward tours. We swapped
stories, laughed, danced and

celebrated having our own bed
together. All 300 of us came
together to show the work that
can be done under a united goal.
We cleaned up one of the most
contaminated rivers in America.
Countless bags of trash were
collected. Countless friendships
were made. Countless lives were
changed.
When I started the trip I
thought I’d be helping others but
what I found was that the person
I helped the most was myself.
Sharing laughter, smiles and even
tears with 41 people while discovering yourself is an amazing
experience that I hope everybody
can experience sometime in their
life.
Jason can be reached
at jasonan@mnstate.edu

Kostuck can be reached
at kostuckr@mnstate.edu.

Spring break serves as Florida beach fun
BY RYAN MEYER
Contributing Writer

Spring break is a time that
everyone looks forward to as
a college student. I was one of
those kids that counted down
the days to go on spring break.
Five other people and I went
to the great sunshine state—
Florida.
We went to Daytona Beach,
26 miles of drivable beach. All
of us got a sweet hotel on the
seventh floor with a kitchen and
two beds; we brought a cot and
a hammock to sleep in also. We
also had a sweet balcony that
faced the ocean, but became

super disappointed when the
hotel screwed in the door so we
couldn’t even use our balcony.
Needless to say we got over
it quickly when we got out to
the beach because the sun was
shining with people running
up and down the beach. Sure
enough we got out to the beach

PHOTO SUBMITTED

and the sun disappeared, then
the wind picked up so the first
couple days on the beach were
quite chilly, but that didn’t ruin
our fun.
We had quite the scenery
everywhere we went there was
always a different language
being spoken or some person
wanting to talk about being
from the cold state of Minnesota
and dealing with the flood of
Moorhead.
But I do have to say besides
the scenery and the people, one
of the best things was the food.
I love trying different types of
food and I wish I had budgeted
better because the food I did
have was absolutely delicious.
We had all sorts of food we had
the Hole in the Wall Place, a ma
and pa pizza place and the best
of all a place called Sloppy Joes.
I recommend this place to all.
It is a barbeque style place so
everything is slow roasted to
perfection.
All is said and done with the
trip, I am now officially poor
and need to find a job fast cause
rent is coming up soon.
Meyer can be reached at
meyerry@mnstate.edu.
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Megan Nitschke
Editor

Michael Smith
Assistant Editor

Kimberly Ehrlich
Opinion Editor

Flooding less than
expected, school
resumes as normal
Many expected something of the same coming back this
year, with the massive amount of media coverage given
to the issue in the last month.
The administration gave this impression by advising
teachers to put classes online and prepare for students to
be out of school.
However, coming back doesn’t have the same feel this
year. The snow is gone, the weather is nicer and school
has resumed as normal.
Students who waited until after break to sandbag have
come back to no real need for it. And the early start to
the sandbagging may be the reason that the flood didn’t
seem like that such a desperate situation this year.
Because of the community’s experience with flood
fighting, preparation was key in reducing the threat.
Last spring, Nemzek saw over 20,000 volunteers shuffle
through, anxiously awaiting their chance at contributing
to the flood fight. This year there were only about 2,000.
The lack of volunteering didn’t signify a lack of force
for sandbagging. Before spring break was even over, the
number of sandbags needed was reached.
Even though MSUM students were gone on spring
break, some remained in the area. Concordia students
also contributed a lot of time because they had break the
week before.
The decreased need for volunteers after spring break
was seen as a blessing for many of students who went
through the flood fight last year. Though students were
anxious to once again save the city, a break from the
chaos was a warm welcome back to campus.
Although the river sits precariously at a major flood
level, the majority of students remain unaffected.
Although if there is a major storm, something could
change, the chances are that we’ve seen the worst, and
conquered it with practiced ease.
Compared to last year, this spring is shaping up to have
no major impact from flooding.
MSUM students still sandbagged, contributed money to
student organizations and recieved book store cards.
And even if they didn’t sandbag, students should be
commended on remaining calm during a real potential
crisis.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and submissions. They should be typed and
must include the writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Illustration by Tate Mlady / The Advocate

Students can easily recall the insanity of the flood after
last year’s spring break.

Spring Break

Join the health care debate
What do you think about the new health care reform bill?
Love it? Hate it? Tell us!
Write in your opinion to advocate@mnstate.edu

MN grant deficit effects
The simple, disturbing fact: tens of thousands of Minnesota college students are at
risk of losing significant state financial aid.
For many, the cut could jeopardize their
return to school in the fall. As a college professor— and as a state legislator— I believe
it’s my duty to share this information with
you.
The Minnesota State Grant Program,
which currently provides aid to over 80,000
Minnesota college students, faces a $42 million deficit. Minnesota students from low
and middle-income families attending two
or four-year public or private colleges or
universities are eligible for grants. State
Grant awards average almost $1,700 per
year. About 90 percent of students receiving
aid come from families with incomes under
$60,000.
What caused the $42 million deficit? In
2009, Minnesota saw a 20 percent increase
in students who applied and qualified for
a State Grant. This was in large part due to
the economy— family incomes decreased,
unemployment increased, and more students enrolled in school. More students
needed aid. The Minnesota Office of Higher
Education (OHE) used its entire $145 million
State Grant budget and borrowed from next
year ’s budget to meet the current need.
Minnesota, like virtually every state, is
struggling with a large deficit: state revenue
has dropped as income, sales, and other tax
receipts fell as the global economy dropped.
This year, Minnesota must fix a $1.2 billion
shortfall because revenue expected in 2009
simply never came in. This deficit makes it
extremely difficult to resolve the State Grant
deficit.

Without additional money, current law
requires that student awards be cut to meet
the budget for the 2010-2011 academic year.
This means cuts ranging from $250-$1,900
per award for tens of thousands of students.
It also means that over 9,300 students could
lose their State Grant awards altogether. For
all concerned, a grant cut is the equivalent of
a tuition increase. According to Minnesota
State University Student Association chair
Jennifer Weil, many students will be unable
to return to school in the fall of 2010 because
they can no longer afford the tuition.
Federal help may partially assist some
students. The federal government plans to
increase the maximum payment under the
Pell Grant program by $200 per student this
year and next year. However, the OHE says
the Pell increase will not make up for the
potential State Grant cut.
Ultimately, a cut in the Minnesota State
Grant Program means less aid for one-inthree Minnesota college students who rely
on government help, a complete loss of state
aid for thousands of Minnesota students,
and fewer students likely being able to
return to college in the fall. In a state known
for having a strong, educated workforce,
this could be devastating. With over 80,000
students who depend on government aid,
we need to make restoring Minnesota’s State
Grant Program a priority.

REPRESENTATIVE TERRY MORROW
MINNESOTA HOUSE DISTRICT 23A
REP.TERRY.MORROW@HOUSE.MN
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A friend, a smile and a Chevrolet
Simon Winder once commented that pictures of the
deceased in their younger
years “seem to appear as unrealistic previews for the crumpled or craggy later versions”
of the subject.
When my grandfather
passed away the day after
Christmas, I spent some
time going through his pictures. Winder’s observation
rang true to me when I read it
the other day because, while
I flipped through pictures
of Grandpa from just after
WWII, I felt the same sentiment. Perhaps I’m a sentimental history geek, but as I
reflected on these old photos
upon the death of the old chief
I learned more about myself

him a year ago:
usually dour,
Allan Branstiter
skinny
and
bald. But when
he died I found
Columnist
some pictures
of him immediately
after
he came home
and life.
from the Pacific in 1946.
Grandpa was prematurely
1946’s Gene Branstiter was
old-looking. A world war, 40+ smiling, athletic and had curly
years as a firefighter and two locks. There was one picture
packs of unfiltered cigarettes in particular that I found to be
a day will do that to you. So profoundly telling. In it, Gene
when I be-bopped into this is standing in the street leanworld in ’83, Gramps looked ing on his elbow which is on
ancient to me. Every memory the shoulder of his friend Ray,
I have of him is as a social a man after whom he’d name
security beneficiary. In every my father in ‘51. There is an
picture I saw of him he looked air of hope and happiness in
like he did the last time I saw this photo that was definitive

of those uncertain years after
VJ Day.
Behind them is a new
Chevrolet, no doubt the first
car any of them had ever
owned, and my Grandfather
glows with the pride of a new
father. They are standing
in front of the Urbana Fire
Department, which they’d
build from a ragtag poor-paying outfit into a professional
organization over the next 40
years. But they don’t know
this yet. As of the moment
the old Kodak clicked, they
were just two kids looking
for work. They have no idea
what is ahead of them, but it
sure as hell’s got to be better
than what’s passed.
It took my grandfather’s

death and my discovery of him
as my peer in those pictures
for me to realize I didn’t know
him as a person at all. I only
knew him as an old respected
man, but his pictures remind
me that he was once like us.
No job. An uncertain future.
A new family. A car payment.
Young Gene and his generation remind us, as their light
slowly leaves this world, that
we all have an unknown road
to travel and that it’s best traveled with a friend, a smile and
a Chevrolet.

Need a guide on your unknown
road?
e-mail Branstiter
at bransteu@mnstate.edu

Sexism and feminism today
Ahmid Arafa
Columnist
After writing bitter diatribes about both xenophobia and
homophobia and a congratulatory article about Lady GaGa and
the return of the eccentric pop persona, I thought it was only fitting
that my next article should be about a cage fighting incident.
Several months ago, my friend, who is a cage fighter, invited me
to one of his fights and as someone who makes it a point to always
venture into unknown territories, I went.
It was an exhilarating experience. The music was booming, the
fights were gritty and intense. All in all I enjoyed the night tremendously.
I had a minor quibble with it though. During an interval, the
emcee called upon female spectators to come on stage and compete with one another in a perfectly harmless push-up competition that was completely unrelated to the fights. I was appalled to
see that the once roaring crowd was now silent, only a handful of
people cheered, the majority was either silent or booing loudly and
hurling horrible sexist slurs at the innocent female participants.
Those people spoiled the night for me. There were many women
there that night, but they kept silent. There is a famous proverb in
Arabic “A person who does not speak out against the wrong is a
mute devil.”
Sexism runs rampant in many of the world’s societies including
the society we live in. It is unfairly intertwined with many of exhibitions of masculine prowess. Hip-hop, which I love, is another
victim that quickly springs to mind. Nas , Mos Def and Lupe
Fiasco (an outspoken critic of misogyny) are three rappers whom
I love and whose songs do not revolve around “tits” or “ass” or
“pimpin” or whatever. It really is a downright shame because I
love hip-hop and I’ve come to love cage fighting and these parasitic associations demean them.
The following analogy is not intended to offend smokers (I
occasionally smoke too) but meant to describe the intense hatred
I have towards sexism and all around bigotry. If it were up to me,
I’d stick all the sexists and bigots in a room like the ones they have
for smokers in certain airports because I don’t want to breathe the
same air they do.
Gaga? e-mail Arafa at arafaah@
mnstate.edu.edu

The modern world is becoming more feminist. I realized
this when I went to the state
capitol for Lobby Core. I
noticed the grand buildings
and as soon as I entered the
building I realized there were
a lot of women in the building
working. Dressed in updated,
modern formal clothing, high
heels, sweet perfume and perfect makeup, they were walking to the different parts of the
building doing their work.
The phrase “Men’s World”
has been ringing in my ears,
and seeing the advance females
that have made in the modern world made me extremely
happy, but at the same time
made me wonder, is the world
truly equal for women?
I studied in a all-girls catholic school, St. Mary’s High
School, back in Nepal. The
school always had an emphasis on girls’ education academically and with other extracurricular activities. Females
were the leaders. But there
are still places around the
world where being a female
is a curse. Females are burned
alive by their in-laws if they do
not bring enough dowry with
them. Females are sold off.
Females are aborted. Females
are used as tools in every possible way. There is still a vast
difference in the world about
what feminism really is.
The words “feminism” and
“girl power” are almost being
used commercially. Makeup
and other products are an
example of it. The advertise-

with
many
other Disney
Bibhusha Karki
princesses. All
these in my
opinion only
Columnist
cover beautiful, smart and
girls with super
ments we see—beautiful, sul- powers. What about ordinary
try women are marketing it.
woman? This makes me think
Feminism is also used that the relationship between
for competitions like Miss young women and feminism
Universe, Miss America, is not very clear. It is still
etc. All these make me won- vague. There are power gloder what feminism truly is. rifying toys such as Bratz and
Is it limited to advertise- Sex in the City whereas shows
ment? Here, we see a woman like Girls Gone Wild are more
crowned as Miss Universe, brazen. What level does femiand at the same moment in nism lie in these categories?
another part of the world, a
Just like the gap of rich and
female is suffering just because poor being widening in the
of her gender.
world, there is also a widAlso, I noticed that there ening gap of levels of femiare so many words used to nism. In one part of the world
degrade a woman such as we see woman working with
“slut,” “cunt,” “dyke,” but men, but still being paid less.
there aren’t as many words to In another part of the world
degrade a man. Have you ever we see females dominated by
noticed that in a fight going on society.
between two guys, people try
In my opinion instead of
to stop it, but if there is a fight focusing more on using the
going on between two girls, terms of feminism, celebrating
they hardly try to stop it at all. “Woman’s Month” and saying
Instead, in the movies we hear “girls kick ass” there should
comments such as “take her be a discovery of a passage to
top off!”
connect the levels of females
So is our world truly becom- together so that the females
ing more feminist? We do see are on the same page of femifeminist ideas in media too. nism. Otherwise one female
The all-girls band, Spice Girls will be going through pain
is a form of feminism. In TV while at the same moment the
programs, we see female hero- other female will be chanting
ines such as The Power Puff “GIRL POWER!”
Girls, Buffy the Vampire Slayer,
Xena the Warrior Princess and
Want to make a change? e-mail
Sabrina the Teenage Witch
Karki at karkibi@mnstate.edu

Have a question for Student Senate?
Interested about issues on campus but don’t know who to ask? Submit your questions to
Student Senate and see if they can answer them for you.
e-mail your questions to advocate@mnstate.edu for a response from Student Senate
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Hypnotist prepared to hypnotize, humor anyone
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BY ANNA GEORGE
A&E Editor

In need for a good time
and lots of laughs? Come see
comedian and hypnotist Blaze
Driscoll perform from 7-9 p.m.
on Wednesday in the Weld
Auditorium.
Driscoll became a hypnotist
while attending college at UND
for counseling. During his time
there he studied a fair share of
what he calls “a type of hypnosis.”
As he continued to study,
Driscoll took his knowledge
of imagery, visualization and
relaxation therapy and used
it at Gold’s Gym, where he
worked.
“It’s easy to learn how to
hypnotize yourself or someone
else,” Driscoll said. “Everyone
can be hypnotized. In fact,
everyone goes into the state of
hypnosis at least twice a day,
when they go to sleep and
when they wake up again.”
Once Driscoll realized he
could incorporate hypnosis into
an entertainment business, it
seemed like a perfect fit.
What makes Driscoll’s show
unique is the combination of
comedy and hypnosis. He uses
theater to set the theme of his
show and give the audience
entertainment.
“I think what’s important
about the comedy show is for

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Blaze Driscoll is bringing a night of entertainment to MSUM with
his comedy and hypnosis show.

people to laugh,” Driscoll said.
“They want to have a good
time. People are also very curious about what it’s like to be
hypnotized.”

A live performance with comedy is successful because the
audience is able to see someone
they know getting hypnotized
and they may even experience

it for themselves.
But don’t worry about being
embarrassed; Driscoll will only
ask politically correct questions.
“If somebody is hypnotized
they still know how to keep
their secrets,” Driscoll said. “I
can’t make anybody do anything they wouldn’t ordinarily
do. Their morals are still intact.”
Along with his live performances, DVDs and CDs are
available for those who want
to change a part of their life
whether it is to lose weight or
stop smoking.
Driscoll experienced this
firsthand when making the
quit smoking CD. At the time
he smoked one cigarette a day
with no intentions to quit, but
when he finished the CD he finished his two packs and never
bought one again.
“Sometimes (DVDs and
CDs) work better because you
can repeat them over and over
again,” Driscoll said. “CDs are
really beneficial if you listen
to them every day for 30 days
straight. I think what it comes
down to is that we don’t know
what it takes or have the tools
to do change.”
After listening to the DVD or
CD the ideas and suggestions
will become imbedded into the
listener’s subconscious.
He compares this thought to
tying a shoe. Once you learn

how to do it, you can tie your
shoe without thinking.
“There are absolutely no negatives to hypnosis whatsoever,”
Driscoll said. “It’s just a tool to
change your behaviors.”
When Driscoll visits MSUM
he hopes students will learn the
three-step process to be able to
change their own behaviors.
“If they can get that and
understand that, they will be
so happy for the rest of their
lives,” Driscoll said. “I think
they should be teaching kids
how to do this in the first grade.
You could significantly improve
study habits.”
The program, New Behavior
Generator, will be about two
hours long. During the first
half Driscoll will go over how
hypnosis is used positively and
teach people how to improve,
alter or change their behavior
for the better.
By attending you will be able
to apply the learned techniques
and use them for your benefit.
The second half will be the hypnotist show where you are able
to watch your friends and fellow classmates do some funny
things.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to improve your life or
a chance to be hypnotized.
Tickets are available at the door.
George can be reached at
georgean@mnstate.edu

Jazz diva helps music department raise funds

DEBBIE DUNCAN

The Advocate

Advocate Staff Reports
Come help the music
department raise scholarship finances at their first
fundraising dinner at 6 p.m.
on Saturday, at the Holiday
Inn in Fargo.
The dinner will feature
guest entertainers such as
jazz diva Debbie Duncan and
MSUM jazz faculty members
Simon Rowe, Nick Fryer,

Tom Strait, Allen Carter and
student Chad Mathis.
Duncan’s vocal talents,
personality, vitality and
versatility have landed her
performance with Bobby
Watson, Roy Hargrove,
Bobby Lyle, Dee Dee
Bridgewater and Rebecca
Paris.
Duncan has also opened
up for well-known jazz art-

ists such as Herbie Hancock,
Stephan Grapelli, Miles
Davis, Lou Rawls and Joe
Henderson.
At the “It Might As Well
Be Spring” fundraiser event,
a gourmet meal will be
served and a silent auction
will take place featuring artwork, jewelry, music for private events, getaways and
many other items.

Tickets are $50 per person and can be purchased
through the MSUM music
department at 218.477.2120.
For more information, visit
www.itmightbespring.org.

A&E
Experience a night of African drumming, dancing
Thursday, March 25, 2010

BY SADIE JONES
Staff Writer

On Friday, two master teachers of African-style drumming
and dancing will be performing with the MSUM percussion ensemble. On Feb. 27
and 28, Fode Bangoura and
Whitney McClusky held free
workshops for MSUM students.
Bangoura and McClusky’s
workshops for MSUM students taught the basics of
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African drumming and dancing. Bangoura, a master drummer from Guinea, is trained in
the Guinean style of djembe
drumming and dancing, and
is one of the most recognized
performers of his generation.
McClusky owns Duniya
Drum & Dance, a dance studio
that teaches African dance in
Minneapolis. Both performers
held introduction workshops
for Guinean style drumming
and dancing at the MSUM

PHOTO SUBMITTED

During Fode Bangoura and Whitney McClusky’s workshops on
Feb. 27 and 28 in the Center for the Arts, students were able to
learn Guinean style drumming

Quote
of the
Week

“It’s kind of fun to do the
impossible.”

-Walt Disney

Center for the Arts.
Dr. Kenyon Williams contacted the two performers
and, with the help of a grant
from the Lake Region Arts
Council and the student activity fee, was able to present this
workshop to students for free.
“A lot of times if someone
says they are interested in
African drumming or African
dance they end up going to
a workshop where someone
knows what they’re talking
about but were never really
trained seriously,” Williams
said. “In this case, you’d be
learning from two of the best
in the country.”
The workshops were intended to teach the core basics of
African style drumming and
dancing from a perspective

that western culture does not
usually experience.
“In many cultures you tend
to learn everything all at once
and you’re expected to jump
in,” Williams said. “African
culture is all about participation. It’s all about everybody
trying a little bit of everything.”
Students who participated
in the workshops were taught
both drumming and dancing
from both performers.
“Many times in African culture, if you know drumming,
you’re expected to know dancing and how to teach both as
well,” Williams said.
All of this training is leading
up to a mass concert that will
be held tomorrow. Bangoura
and McClusky returned to

MSUM on Tuesday for a fourday residency with continuing
workshops for drumming and
dance.
“It’s going to be a once-in-a
lifetime experience,” Williams
said. “I think college students
miss out when they come
to college and they get so
enmeshed in their studies that
after four or five years they
realize they didn’t really grow
beyond their degree. This is
a great chance to something
low-risk that is a lot of fun
and will help you experience
something different.”
For more information, call
218.477.2101
Jones can be reached at
jonessa@mnstate.edu
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The workshop also taught participants African dance, and tomorrow students will be able to see a
performance by Banguora and McClusky.

A short story in only six words
BY CHARLY HALEY
Staff Writer

Write a story with six
words. That is the challenge presented to the public
by The Arts Partnership of
Fargo-Moorhead and the Lake
Region Arts Council of Fergus
Falls.
The Six Word Short Story
Challenge was inspired by
Ernest Hemingway, as he
once was challenged to write
a story in only six words.
“It’s fun for writers to take
a more light-hearted look at
their writing,” said Maxine
Adams, executive director of

the Lake Region Arts Council
“It’s one of the more interesting and unique writing programs or events that we hold.”
The Six Word Short Story
Challenge
was
started
four years ago by the Lake
Region Arts Council. The Arts
Partnership has been involved
for the last three years.
Martha
Olsen,
executive director of The Arts
Partnership, said: “We just
work in collaboration with
Lake Region Arts Council to
invite people to take on the
challenge.”
“It’s been a really good part-
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nership,” Adams said.
Submissions
for
the
Challenge are judged, and
the winners are printed in
Lake Region Art Council’s
ArtsNews newsletter and The
Art Partnership’s publication, ArtsPulse. Additionally,
this year the winners will be
featured on Prairie Public
Television.
This year is the first time
that the Challenge is open to
all residents of Minnesota and
North Dakota.
“It’s becoming better known
as an annual writer’s activity,”
Adams said.
“We’ve just had a lot of fun
with this,” Olsen said. “It’s
interesting to see what kind of
stories come in.”
To submit to this year’s Six
Word Short Story Challenge,
students can go to www.
theartspartnership.net or send
an email to 6wordshortstory@
gmail.com. The deadline is
March 31.
“We just hope that a lot of
MSUM students—those bright
and wonderful students at
your university—participate.
“That will make it fun,” Olsen
said.
Haley can be reached at
haleych@mnstate.edu
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NOTES FROM NEMZEK

Softball begins
season
The Dragon softball team
began its spring season over
spring break.
They attended the Rebel
Spring Games in Orlando, Fla.
and started their season with
a 2-12 record and a 2-10 record
or the week.
Freshman pitcher Alexa
D’Onofrio’s performance was
a highlight in Orlando as she
pitched for only three runs in
the final game against No. 5
Wayne State. The game ended
in a 1-3 defeat.
The team returns to conference play Friday as the travel
to compete against University
of Mary.
The game was originally
scheduled for Thursday, but
has been postponed in hopes
of better field conditions.

Track athletes
hit national
qualifying times
The Dragons traveled to
Irvine, Calif. for the Spring
Break Invitational and to
Eugene, Ore. for the Oregon
Preview over spring break.
The men’s and women’s
teams performed well provisionally qualifying Anna
VanWechel and Laquone
Robinson for the NCAA
DII
Outdoor
National
Championships.
Additionally, the men’s
4x100 meter relay team
of
Robinson,
Uchenna
Ogbonnaya, Percy Watson
and Brock Keaton took second and set an MSUM school
record of 41.36 seconds.
In Oregon, VanWechel took
seventh in the 1500 meter run
with a time of 4.31.06.
Keaton also performed well
in both the 100-meter and 200meter sprints. He placed second in the 100-meter and third
in the 200-meter.
The Dragons continue competition splitting squads at the
Texas Relays and the Northern
State Invitational on April 2.

Sports

Engen’s Era Ends

ADVOCATE FILE PHOTO

Head coach Stu Engen speaks to his MSUM men’s basketball players during a timeout against Southwest Minnesota State Feb. 6 2009 at Nemzek.
BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor

After eight years as men’s
basketball head coach, Stu
Engen will not be returning
next year. Engen’s contract
was not renewed March 11.
Engen’s record at MSUM
was 102-120.
MSUM Athletic Media
Relations reported that Peters
said he wishes Engen and his

family well.
“We have chosen to go in
a new direction,” Peters said.
“We wish Coach Engen and
his family well, and appreciate the service he has provided our university. ”
The Forum reported March
12 that Engen is disappointed with the decision. “It is
disingenuous to pretend we
are on a new path every time
we make a coaching change,”

Engen said. “It only deflects
from the real issues of lack of
administrative support when
it comes to staffing and scholarships.”
The MSUM athletics department has begun the process of
hiring a new head basketball
coach.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu

Tennis Travels
to Orlando, Fla.
BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor

The Dragons tennis team
traveled to Orlando, Fla.,
over spring break competing in three matches.
The team went 1-2 for
the week.
Before
leaving
for
Orlando, the team defeated
Southwest Minnesota state
in a close 5-4 match.

The team’s record currently stands at 3-8 and 2-2
in the NSIC.
The Dragons travel to
Minneapolis this weekend and play in three
matches. The team takes
on Augustana and Winona
State on Friday and Upper
Iowa on Saturday.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
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Anyone
can enjoy
March

Watching March Madness
basketball this past week has
been as exciting as any of the
previous years I have watched.
Every year for two weeks
everyone becomes a college
basketball fan. I am no exception. I may watch a single division I college basketball game
a month any other time, but for
three weeks in March, I hardly
miss a chance to watch.
Although my favorite local
division I school did not return
to the tournament this year, it
has been a fun one to watch.
Upsets are expected during
the tournament and are always
fun.
Cornell’s (12) 87-69 victory
over Wisconsin (4) was exciting. Cornell took an early lead
and maintained it all the way
through till they dominated
the end of the game with an 18
point victory.
Probably more exciting,
because the winning school is
closer to an area I’m familiar with, was University of
Northern Iowa’s (9) defeat of
Kansas (1). As a No.1 school,
Kansas was certainly a favorite to win the tournament
going in, and should have easily squashed UNI, but as UNI
took an early lead, I became
interested.
The last two minutes of the
game were some of the most
exciting I’ve seen in a second
round game with UNI struggling to maintain their lead
and Kansas fighting to take it.
There is still a week left of
basketball amazing-ness, and
I’m going to tell you right now,
that if you have not been paying attention you are missing
out. Watch the regional semifinals tonight and tomorrow and
have a fun time rooting for the
underdog.

Hiring Immediately!
P/T Telesales 18–33 hrs/week
VARIOUS HRS Between 4pm–9pm M–F
SAT. 9am–5:30pm
$10/Ho
ur
Base Pa
Product y +
ion Bon
us
2829 S University Dr, Fargo
(NW corner of American Family
Insurance Building)

Apply in person or online
EOE www.pcifargo.com
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Wrestlers attend nationals
Derek Bombstad places sixth, earns All-American honors

CHRIS FRANZ / THE ADVOCATE

Evan Forde and Corey Ulmer, captains of MSUM’s wrestling team, practice footwork during a practice earlier in the season. Ulmer attended nationals and Forde was named
to the All-Academic team.
BY TIM STULKEN
Sports Editor

The Dragons wrestling team
ended their season March 13
after sending five men to the
national tournament.
Before the tournament, head
coach Kris Nelson said that he
hoped that all the wrestlers

he was taking to the National
Championships would work
as hard as they could and
come away as All-Americans.
Derek Bombstad accomplished
this
goal—taking home sixth place at 149
pounds and earning the AllAmerican honor with a tour-

nament record of 2-3.
The other four wrestlers in
attendance were 125-pound
Cory Ulmer, 141-pound Brady
Schneeberger,
174-pound
Jared Hall and heavyweight
Tim Johnson.
In addition to the wrestlers
who competed at nationals,

two other wrestlers were honored for success. Evan Forde
and Jon Swart were named
to the 2009-10 All-Academic
wrestling team.
The Dragons lose two
seniors this year: Hall and
Johnson.
The team ends its season

5-10 overall and 2-5 in the
NSIC.
Nelson said he is looking
forward to improving next
year and is excited for what
the future holds for his team.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu

News
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Incentives draw
sandbaggers
BY KAYLEE OSOWSKI
Staff Writer

The City of Moorhead
offered some incentives to get
more people, especially students, to fill sandbags.
One of these incentives
was called “Bags for Books.”
For every two hours students sandbagged, they were
rewarded with a $10 gift card.
This program was scheduled to run March 8-14 or
while funds lasted.
MSUM, Concordia College,
and MSCTC all participated.
All of the colleges immediately agreed to take part in
the program.
Each bookstore made its
own gift card.
The MSUM bookstore gift
cards are good until Sept. 30
of this year. The cards were
laminated so they wouldn’t
get ruined while students
were out sandbagging or if
they didn’t use them until
fall.
The money for the gift
cards was from funds that the
city advocated for sandbagging.
Jill Wenger, city clerk, along
with other city staff members
and interns, came up with
three incentives that the city
put in action. Wenger said the
city wanted to focus its incentives on students.
“College Night” was the
second student-focused program. It allowed community members to sandbag and
allocate money to the student
organization of their choice.
The third program was

targeted at parents. Parents
could sandbag and receive
free childcare. The city’s goal
was to break a barrier that
may prevent people from
being able to help.
Kim Samson, MSUM bookstore director, said the “Bags
for Books” program was a
nice gesture from the city
since students sandbagged
for nothing last year, but she
thinks the true incentive to
get students sandbagging is
giving back to the community
and feeling good about it.
Samantha Santaella, an
MSUM sophomore, said that
she sandbagged last year
because she wanted to help
those whose homes were in
jeopardy.
Santaella said that the
“Bags for Books,” incentive
was a nice thing for the city to
offer students. She thinks that
“Bags for Books” along with
the other incentives the city
offered, helped to get more
people out sandbagging.
Wenger views the programs as not only a way to
get people out sandbagging,
but also as a “thank you”
for the sandbagging people
did last year. The incentives
offered to students are a way
of showing the city’s appreciation of students living in this
community and their willingness to help this year and last
year.

Osowski can be reached
at osowskika@mnstate.edu
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MSUM published author to visit campus
BY SETH KELLY
Contributing Writer

MSUM’s own New Rivers
Press published Rachel
Coyne’s novel “Whiskey
Heart” just last year. Since
then, the novel has created
considerable buzz in literary
circles. Amidst this growing
interest, she will visit MSUM
on Tuesday.

draft is just that. Although
many good writers simply
possess talent, great writers
don’t fear their editing pens.
Q: Are there any personal
challenges you feel you have
to overcome while writing?
I have been writing since a
very young age. I feel like it

Once I have a first typed
draft, I redraft. And redraft.
Literally dozens of times. I
read all of my scenes out
loud, over and over. I depend
heavily on dialogue, so it
has to sound right to the
ear when spoken. Finally, I
do one last read where I do
something particularly painful for me—I cut out my
adverbs. I allow myself only
one every other page or so.
Q: Where do you find
inspiration?
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Set on a family farmstead
in eastern Minnesota, her
novel follows its protagonist,
Kat Lovely, through the distinct pains of unearthed family secrets. She does so with
archaeological precision and
a deft economy of words.
Each chapter pulls Kat deeper into family strife, and the
reader willingly pursues.
I recently had the privilege
to interview Rachel Coyne
about her creative process.
Her responses gave credence
to what professors repeatedly tell their students: a rough

is my particular talent—the
way some people maybe play
violin or piano, or how my
son makes complicated math
computations in his head. I
was born with it. So it kept
me company all through my
childhood and I think kept
me sane in very real ways.
I always had the writing. It
always flowed out, steady
and trustworthy. So I tend
to feel threatened and overwhelmed when I don’t have
that time to write—when I’m
too exhausted. I’m always
struggling to find that time
and energy to write.
Q: Have you developed a
routine as a writer? If so,
what does it consist of?
First and foremost, I write.
I write copiously. I write
sloppily. I, to be frank, generate content. Not all of it
is good. A lot of it is jotted
bits of conversation between
characters. I collect things
that I think my characters
would like. I tape things
like magazine articles on
Venetian glass, recipes and
pictures into my notebooks.

Love. Intimacy. Sex. My
main characters are always
deeply in love with someone or someone deeply loves
them.
I don’t find anything else as interesting as
this. I’m always thinking
about how they love each
other, need each other and
talk to each other. Most of
this doesn’t make it into the
novel. I don’t write a novel
out chronologically. I usually start with what fires me
up most, so I write the love
scenes first. Then I write
what fires me up the second most—the lovers’ dialogue. Sometimes it takes
me a long time to figure out
what the novel is really even
about, what point I’m trying
to make—the “truth” of the
matter, so to speak.
Q: What writers do you
feel have had an influence
on your own writing?
Reading Hemingway at a
young age (he was my mother’s favorite) taught me that
you don’t need a lot of words
to say something powerful. I
like the way he says things.
I like the way his images
stick with you and how they
are constructed. More than
anything, though, I love the
Brontes—there’s a richness
to their work, a singularity
that haunts me. Particularly
Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre
and Villette. George Sand’s
life inspires me and I like a
great many poets.
On Tuesday, March 30,
Rachel Coyne will lead a talk
about the writer’s craft at 4
p.m., and read from her work
at 8 p.m., both in CMU 110.
The event is part of the Tom
McGrath Visiting Writers
Series, and is open to the
general public.
Kelly can be reached
at kellyse@mnstate.edu
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Minnesota organization fights against tobacco industry
BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Editor

With so many anti-tobacco advertisements released
today, it seems apparent that
the tobacco industry is slowly
falling apart. But research still
shows that the tobacco industry is as strong as ever.
Formed in 1998 as a damage control organization
against the tobacco industry,
ClearWay Minnesota has created change and prevention
against the powerful tobacco
industry. The organization has
come a long way in its prevention, research and community
outreach efforts.
Andrea Mowery, vice president of ClearWay Minnesota,
visited the Fargo-Moorhead
area on Monday to present
new tobacco research findings
and stresses the importance
of eliminating the tobacco tactics that have had a profound
impact on people not only in
this area but around the globe.
Last week The Tobacco
Modernization
and
Compliance Act of 2010 came
into effect in Minnesota.
ClearWay has worked with this
bill and stands as an advocate
for the act’s goal, which is to
modernize Minnesota’s tobacco laws, reduce tax evasion and
reduce youth access to tobacco
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products. In Minnesota, more
than 5,500 people die every
year from tobacco-related
diseases.
“This is a good reminder
that the (tobacco) industry is
still out there,” Mowery said.
Recently, in an effort to
increase product purchasing
and appeal to more smokers,
the tobacco industry released
their “21st century products.”
These include “little cigars,”
e-cigarettes, sticks, orbs, strips
and snus. The sticks, orbs and
strips, which are not yet available in Minnesota, come in

what looks like a gum or tic tac
container, and these products
dissolve when placed in the
mouth, releasing significant
amounts of nicotine.
“These products are offered
as a bridge between smoking and non-smoking areas,”
Mowery said.
These three products are
also able to be sold in front of
the counter, so ClearWay has
been working with legislation
to give them more restrictions.
The Tobacco Modernization
and Compliance Act will
ensure that new tobacco prod-

ucts are covered by existing regulation, according to
Mowery, such as not allowing
them to be sold on the counter
next to candy and gum.
“We’re trying to make sure
the definitions fit the products,” Mowery said.
As for college students, the
smoking rate is still fairly high,
but Mowery said the college
student rate has decreased in
comparison to students who
go straight from high school
into the working field.
One reason tobacco use
remains high for the 18-24-year-

old range is because of the
tobacco industry’s ability to
adapt products and tactics to
the changing world, such as
using new mechanisms for
product placement in movies
and video games.
“In many ways the tobacco
industry will always be a step
ahead of the rest of us, but
ClearWay works to respond
to their changing tactics,”
Mowery said.
In an attempt to reduce
the tobacco in Minnesota,
ClearWay has developed an
anti-tobacco campaign called
Unfiltered. This campaign
spreads awareness about the
prices, dangers and tactics of
the tobacco industry. Its interactive Web site, www.unfiltered.org, includes videos, quit
plans and useful information
guided towards the prevention
of tobacco use.
“(The organization) is about
causing awareness and getting
people involved with the fight
against tobacco,” Mowery said.
For more information about
ClearWay Minnesota and
access to their quit plans, visit
www.clearwaymn.org.

Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu

3 weeks = 3 credits closer to graduation

MSUM SUMMER

SESSION 2010
Registration for Summer Session is now
open. Courses are filling quickly so register
today to reserve a spot in the class you want.
MSUM Summer Session 2010 offers over
300 classes to choose from to earn credits
toward Dragon Core requirements or your
degree requirements. Courses are offered
online and in the classroom in flexible three
to eight-week sessions.
Register at www.mnstate.edu/summer.

MSU Moorhead

www.mnstate.edu/summer

Back Page

Minnesota census is
counting on students
BY KIMBERLY EHRLICH
Opinion Editor

This week, households
across the nation will be receiving their decennial census
forms. The census has been
plowing the public with advertisements on the importance
of filling out the census, from
pencils to rulers, commercials
to newspaper ads.
But why is the census important?  The big issue, according to the Minnesota State
Demographic Center, is that
Minnesota is one of four states
that might lose a congressional
seat. Minnesota currently has
eight seats in Congress, based
on population and estimations,
but it will be a close call this
time for whether Minnesota
can retain all eight seats again.
Some states in the South are
now becoming leaders in getting more seats due to the census. If Minnesota doesn’t have
as many seats, it won’t receive
as much federal aid from the
government, which has $400
billion to distribute across the
country each year.
Despite the money the state
is putting into advertising,
there’s still concern about college students ignoring or not
filling out their forms, feeling
that it’s not theirs to do, or

FLOOD, FRONT PAGE
administration did a lot of
work with the faculty on campus ensuring that if the school
was faced with flood threats
that someone else will do it for that interrupted class schedthem. The reality of the situa- ules, then they would have
tion is that it’s very important alternate class methods. Many
for college students, who are professors decided to offer
usually living on less money, to their class online in case of
fill out the census as they have emergency.
more need for money from aid.  
During last year’s flood, it
“Students who go here was often said that college stumight not think it’s important dents saved the city. This year,
and that their parents might however, most of the flooding
just fill it out,” Maria Camargo, took place while students were
Student Senate Treasurer said. away for spring break. The
“But if they live near their col- volunteers who were coordilege they should be filling the nated from Nemzek decreased
census out for where they cur- dramatically from 20,000 last
rently live and sometimes stu- year to 2,000 this year. Parks
dents don’t realize that. It’s said volunteers were from
important that everyone fills MSUM and the surrounding
out a census, and it’s fun too.”
Students might be worried SUMMER, FRONT PAGE
about the confidentiality of the assignments at an accelertheir information, but since ated pace.
distribution of census informa“The faculty really tries to
tion is a federal crime, it’s not maintain the integrity of a
likely to happen.
course,” Adler said.
The numbers across the
West Snarr will be open
country for states will be in for summer housing. Kise
effect for the next 10 years and Commons will be closed durthis will be the primary mea- ing the summer. Students will
sure for which money and aid have limited food services
will be distributed to the area. available at Subs and Sweets
So really it comes down to
how simply the census puts it,
“10 questions, 10 minutes, 69
colleges and universities, $400
billion, eight house seats.”
Ehrlich can be reached
at ehrlichki@mnstate.edu
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community; also man were
from Concordia because they
were in school while MSUM
students were on break.
For this year’s flood efforts,
preparation was vital.
“It boils down to planning,”
Parks said. “It’s essential to
have plans in place. They’re
adaptable to whichever situations occur.”
Even though the flood
threat has decreased, Parks
still advises students to take
extra caution in flood areas.
He encourages people to
explore the magnitude of the
river, but to “do it appropriately.”
Wiese believes the flood
issues faced in this area won’t
deter prospective student

enrollment. There may have
been a threat, but the preparations diminished any campus
dangers.
“Based on this year’s flood
outcome, it goes to show that
the community can figure out
ways to deal with the flood
fights,” Wiese said.
Wiese appreciates the efforts
made by students, faculty and
staff.
“Whether this is a second
home to people or their first
community, people are always
willing to help and do the
necessary things for preparations,” Wiese said.

in the student union and at
Café Connections in Flora
Frick.
Although during summer
session on-campus services
are somewhat limited and
course schedules are accelerated, the total tuition and fee
savings for a resident student
who takes exactly 12 credits
is $751. Students will have to

weigh the pros and cons themselves.
For more information go to
www.mnstate.edu/summer/.

Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu

O’Keefe can be reached
at okeeke@mnstate.edu

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT
3 bdrm, heat paid, security building, re-decorated, $625/
month 218-233-1545
APARTMENTS FOR RENT Summer or school year ’10’11. One, two, three and four bedrooms. 1-4 people. Most
with heat paid. Efficiency and roommates. Located between
campuses and north of campus. (218) 236-1143 www.
FMcharterrentals.com

EMPLOYMENT
O P P O RT U N I T I E S
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT: COUNSELORS, SPEECH
AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AND AIDES,
READING INSTRUCTORS, RECREATION, CRAFTS AND
WATERFRONT PERSONNEL NEEDED FOR A SUMMER
CAMP IN NORTH DAKOTA. WORKING WITH CHILDREN
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS. SALARY PLUS ROOM AND
BOARD. CONTACT: Dan Mimnaugh, Camp Grassick, Box
F, Dawson ND 58428, 701-327-4251 grasbek@bektel.com

S E RV I C E S
FREE Pregnancy confirmation and counseling www.
firstchoiceclinic.com or 701.237.6530

To place an ad in the classifieds
email us at advocate@mnstate.edu

Fajitas, Burritos,
Chimichangas...
ur
On the day of yo
birthday, choose
any entrèe on
our giant menu
for Free*!
*ID required.

801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
PAR3027

